
13 March 2015  
 
Stewart Maxwell MSP 
Convener 
Education and Culture Committee  
Room T3.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
  
Dear Mr Maxwell 
 
Edinburgh College’s response to concerns about engagement with Wester 
Hailes Education Centre 
 
I write in response to the discussion that took place during the Education and Culture 
Committee on Tuesday 10 March 2015 whereby concerns were raised by Committee 
Members that the Wester Hailes Education Centre (WHEC) did not have a good experience 
of engaging with Edinburgh College. 
 
Edinburgh College had been unaware of any potential issues with WHEC and following the 
Committee meeting on Tuesday 10 March 2015 has followed this up with City of Edinburgh 
Council; WHEC’s Principal Sheila Paton was surprised at the mention of a problem and had 
very positive things to say about working with the college.   
 
The only issue which had arisen, which we were aware of, concerned the two week 
difference between school and college academic year start dates.  This means that younger 
pupils spend two weeks at school before starting their course at college, which is not always 
popular with pupils who feel they should be at college, and no longer at school.  This was an 
issue for one pupil who did not want to attend school for two weeks before starting his motor 
vehicle course – but is now thoroughly enjoying the course.  The college runs this 
automotive engineering programme specifically for WHEC pupils in Sighthill. 
  
We have a very active school-college partnership team at Edinburgh College and are 
following up to make sure the contacts at WHEC are made aware of all our monthly 
neighbourhood group meetings which provide an opportunity to have dialogue between 
schools and the college and address any issues that might arise.   
  
At an operational level, the school-college partnership team regularly go out to schools and 
have named contacts in each secondary school. The new brochure for 2015/16 was 
delivered to the schools in February preceded by a letter sent to the Head Teachers advising 
them of its arrival. This May we are introducing the "Meaningful May" college taster 
programme for National 4/5 school pupils during school exam month.  The team has a 
calendar of events and actively participates in school events over the course of the 
academic year.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

 
Dr Elaine McMahon CBE 
Principal 
Edinburgh College 


